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SOLENT SERIES 1

9 & 10 MAY 2009
SAILING INSTRUCTIONS
1.
RULES

1.1 
The regatta will be governed by the rules as defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing, and the Laser SB3 Class Rules (RRS).

1.2
In the case of conflict, the Sailing Instructions (SIs) shall prevail. This changes RRS 63.7.
2.
NOTICES TO COMPETITORS
2.1
Notices to competitors will be displayed on the Official Notice Board (ONB) in the front hall of the Royal Southern Yacht Club (R Srn YC).
2.2
All competitors are welcomed as temporary members of the R Srn YC on race days.

3.
CHANGES TO SAILING INSTRUCTIONS

3.1
Any Amendments to the SIs will be posted before0900 on the day they are to take effect, except that any change to the schedule of races will be posted by 2000 on the day before it will take effect.

4.
SIGNALS MADE ASHORE and COMMUNICATIONS AFLOAT
4.1
Signals made ashore will be displayed on the R Srn YC flagstaff. 

4.2
When Flag AP is displayed ashore, “1 minute” is replaced by “not less than 90 minutes.”  This changes RRS Race Signals.
4.3
When Flag Y is displayed ashore, rule 40 applies at all times. This changes the part 4 preamble.
4.4
When afloat the Race Committee will use VHF channel M2 to communicate information to competitors, who are advised to monitor this channel.  This changes the Notice of Race para 17.2.  If that channel is blocked then flag “R” will be displayed and channel M1 (37) will be used instead. 

5.
SCHEDULE OF RACES

5.1
Day
Number of races 
1st Scheduled start

Saturday
3
1030

Sunday
3
1030

5.2
One extra race per day may be sailed.

5.3
There will be no race started after 1430 on Sunday.
6
CLASS FLAG
6.1
The class flag will be Naval Numeral 2.
7.
RACING AREA
7.1
The racing area will be the central Solent, with starts  near Royal Southern buoy, subject to variation according to conditions.

8.
COURSES
8.1
Courses will be windward-leeward as shown in the Course Layout diagram (Appendix 1).
9.
MARKS

9.1
Marks will be inflatables and the colours and shapes may vary.

10.
AREAS THAT ARE OBSTRUCTIONS

10.1
There are no fixed obstructions in the race area other than buoys.  However attention is drawn to Southampton Harbour Bye-Laws 10 & 11 and ABP Southampton Notice to Mariners No. 3 of 2008 re the Thorn Channel Precautionary Area, copies of which are in Appendix 2.
11.
THE START

11.1
Races will be started in accordance with RRS rule 26.

11.2
The starting line will be between a staff displaying an orange flag on the main committee boat at the starboard end and the course side of an outer distance mark at the port end.

11.3
The main committee boat will endeavour to announce its location on VHF channel M2, also the approximate course to the first mark, start of sequence, general recall, boats OCS or excluded, whenever possible.  Failure to do so or to time it accurately will not be grounds for redress.  This changes RRS 62.1(a). 

11.4
The orange flag will be displayed not less than five minutes before the warning signal of any start or start sequence.

11.5
An inner distance mark (IDM) may be laid near the main committee boat in the direction of the starting line but not necessarily on it.

11.6
Boats shall not pass between the IDM (if laid) and the main committee boat at any time after the one-minute signal (lowering of the preparatory signal) for each race. This rule ceases to apply following a valid start to each race.


A boat infringing SI 11.6 may exonerate herself by rounding the end of the starting line to the pre-start side before starting.

11.7
The main committee boat, ODM and IDM all rank as starting marks, as do any anchor chain or line, or any buoy, RIB or tender attached to them.

11.8
A boat starting later than 5 minutes after her starting signal will be scored DNS.  This changes RRS rules A4 and A5.
12.
CHANGE OF THE NEXT LEG OF THE COURSE
12.1
In addition to RRS 33, the RC may change a leg of the course without signalling it if the change is to lengthen or shorten it by not more than 0.25 mile or to change the direction of the leg by not more than 15 degrees.  

12.2
To change the next leg of the course, the race committee will move the original mark (or the finishing line) to a new position. 

12.3
Except at a gate, if a course change is signalled, boats shall pass between the race committee boat signalling the change of the next leg and the nearby mark, leaving the mark to port and the race committee boat to starboard. This changes rule 28.1.
13.
THE FINISH
13.1
The finishing line will be between a staff displaying an orange flag on the committee boat at the starboard end and a finishing mark laid in accordance with the Course Layout diagram. 

14
PENALTY SYSTEM

14.1
The Two Turn Penalty is modified to a One Turn Penalty, so that only one turn, including one tack and one gybe, is required.  This changes RRS 44.
15.
TIME LIMITS

15.1
If no boat has passed Mark 1 within the Mark 1 time limit the race will be abandoned.
15.2
The time limit will be 20 minutes after the first valid boat sails the course.

15.3
Boats that fail to finish in accordance with SI 15.2 and are still on the course and racing will whenever possible be awarded positions equal to their positions at the last leeward gate rounding.  Places awarded in this way are at the discretion of the Principal Race Officer. 

15.4
This changes RRS 35.

16.
PROTESTS & REDRESS

16.1
Boats protesting or acknowledging an infringement shall report this to the main committee boat by radio as soon as possible after the end of the race in question.  This changes RRS 61.3. 
16.2
Protest forms will be available from the sailing office at the RSrnYC.  Protests must be lodged in writing at the sailing office within 1 hour of the return of the main committee boat to the club pontoon.  The protest time limit will be posted on the ONB.

16.3 
Protests will be heard as soon as possible after racing on the day of the incident at the R Srn YC.  A list of protests will be displayed on the ONB within 15 minutes after the end of protest time.  

16.4
Protesting boats are responsible for informing  the protestee(s) of the time and place of the protest. This changes RRS 63.2. 

16.5
Notice of protests by the RC or the protest committee (PC) will be posted on the ONB.  This changes RRS 61.1(b) and RRS 61.3.

16.6
The RC or the PC may protest a boat for a breach of the preamble to Part 2 of the RRS as a result of a report from an interested party or information in an invalid protest or in a request for redress. This changes RRS 60.2(a) and 60.3(a).

16.7
RRS 63.1 is changed to add the Southampton Harbour Bye-Laws 10 & 11 and ABP Southampton Notice to Mariners No. 3 of 2008.  A boat infringing this SI 14.7 may be disqualified without a hearing, but she shall be entitled to a hearing on request. See Appendix 2.  Disqualification will be non-excludable unless the PC decides otherwise.

16.8
Penalties arising from protests are at the discretion of the PC.  This changes RRS 64.1(a).  If the PC considers that points for retiring from a race make an insufficient penalty in the circumstances, it may impose a higher penalty.  

17
SCORING

17.1
The low point scoring system of RRS Appendix A will apply

17.2
Three races are required to be completed to constitute a series.
17.3
(a)
When three or less races have been completed, a boat’s series score will be the total of her race scores.


(b)
When four or more races have been completed, a boat’s series score will be the total of her race scores excluding her worst score.

18.
SAFETY

17.1
A boat that retires from a race shall inform the race committee as soon as possible.

19.
EQUIPMENT AND MEASUREMENT CHECKS

A boat or equipment may be inspected at any time for compliance with Class Rules and Sailing Instructions.  On the water, a boat can be instructed by a race committee measurer to proceed immediately to a designated area for inspection. 
20.
OFFICIAL BOATS

20.1
Only the Committee Boat and R Srn crewed mark laying and patrol boats working under the direction of the race committee are official boats.

21 
SUPPORT BOATS

21.1
Support boats must be registered with the Race committee prior to 0900 on the first day of racing.

21.2
Team leaders, coaches and other support personnel shall stay outside areas where boats are racing from the time of the preparatory signal for the start until all boats have finished or the race committee signals a postponement, general recall or abandonment.  

22.
HAUL-OUT RESTRICTIONS


Boats shall not be hauled out during the regatta except with and according to the terms of prior written permission of the race committee or on request of a measurer or scrutineer.

23.
DIVING EQUIPMENT AND PLASTIC POOLS


Underwater breathing apparatus and plastic pools or their equivalent shall not be used around boats between the preparatory signal of the first race and the end of the regatta.
24.
RADIO COMMUNICATION

A boat shall neither make radio transmissions while racing nor receive radio communications not available to all boats. This restriction also applies to mobile telephones.

25.
PRIZES


Prizes will be awarded for 1st to 5th places in the regatta at the prize giving after racing on Sunday 10 May.  The target time is about 1630.
26.
DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY

26.1
Attention is drawn to the full text of the disclaimer in the paragraph 19 of the Notice of Race.

Appendix 1
Course Diagram
Appendix 2
Southampton Harbour Bye-Laws 10 & 11 and 
ABP Southampton Notice to Mariners No. 3 of 2008
ROYAL SOUTHERN YACHT CLUB

Rope Walk, Hamble SO31 4HB

Telephone Sailing Office 023 8045 0302.   Fax 023 8045 0310

Email  sailing@royal-southern.co.uk
Website  www.royal-southern.co.uk
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APPENDIX 2

Southampton Harbour Bye-Laws 10 & 11 and Notice to Mariners No. 3 of 2008 
Navigation in fairways

10. (1) The master of a small vessel, which is not confined to the fairway, shall not make use of the fairway so as to obstruct other vessels which can navigate only within the fairway.

(2) The master of a vessel crossing a fairway or turning shall not stop or slow down as to cause obstruction/damage to any other vessel.

(3) The master of a vessel shall not intentionally permit it to drift in any part of the fairway.

(4) The master of a vessel proceeding along the course of a fairway shall keep as near to the outer limit of the fairway which lies on the vessel’s starboard side as is safe and practicable.

Moving Prohibited Zone.

11.(1). In this byelaw -

‘’the Precautionary Area" means the main navigable channel which lies between an imaginary line drawn between Prince Consort and South Bramble Buoys and an imaginary line drawn between Black Jack and Hook Buoys;

‘’Moving Prohibited Zone’’ means an area extending 1000 metres ahead and 100 metres either side of any vessel of over 150 metres length overall while it is navigating within the Precautionary Area.

(2) The master of a small vessel shall ensure that the vessel does not enter a Moving Prohibited Zone.

(3) For the purpose of indicating the presence of the Moving Prohibited Zone the master of any vessel of over 150 metres length overall shall display on the vessel, where it can best be seen, by day, a black cylinder, and, by night, 3 all round red lights in a vertical line.

High speed craft to use authorised channels
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